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VII. 


Copy of an Account given by Mr. Turner, o 
his on ——. ia at the 
Monaftery of Terpaling, enclofed in Mr. 
Turner's Letter to the Honourable the Go- 
VERNOR GeneRAL, dated Patna, 2d March, 

| 1784. 

N the 3d of December, 1783, I arrived at Terpa- 
ding, fituated on the fummit of a high hill; and it 

was about noon when I entered the gates of the Monaf- 
tery, which was not long fince ere&ted for the reception 

and education of Tee/hoo Lama. ‘He refides in a 

Palace in the center of the Monaftery, which occupies 

about a mile of ground in circumference, and the whole 

is encompafled by a wall. The fevcral buildings ferve 
for the accommodation of three hundred Gylongs, ap- 
pointed to perform religious fervice with Tee/hoo 

Lama, until he fhall be removed to the Monaftery and 

Mufnud of Teefhoo Loomboo. It is unufual to make 

vifits either here or in Bootan on the day of arrival; 

we therefore refted this day, only receiving and fending 
meffages of compliment. 


On the 4th, in the morning, I was allowed to vifit 
Leefhoo Lama, and found him placed in great form 
upon his Mufnud. On the left fide ftood his father 
and mother, on the other the officer particularly ap- 
pointed to wait upon his perfon. The Mufnud is a 
fabric of filk cufhions, piled one upon the other until 
the feat is elevated to the height of four feet from the 
floor ; embroidered filk covered the top; and the fides 
were decorated with pieces of filk of various colours, 

3 | fulpended | 
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fufpended from the upper edge, and hanging down. 
By the particular requeft of Tee/hoo Lama's father, 
Mr. Saunders and myfelf wore the Englifh drefs. 

J 


I advanced; and, as is the cuftom, prefented a white 
pelong handkerchief; and delivered alfo into the La- 
ma’s hands, the Governor’s prefent of a itring of pearls 
and coral, while the other things were fet down before 
him. Having performed the ceremony of the ex- 
change of handkerchiefs with his father and mother, 
we took our feats on the right of Tee/hoo Lama. 


A multitude of perfons, all thofe ordered to efcort 
me, were admitted to his prefence, and allowed to make 
their proftrations. The infant Lama turned towards 
them, and received them all with a cheerful and figni- 
ficant look of complacency. His father then addreffed 
me in the Tibet language, which was explained to me 
by the interpreter, that Zee/hoo Lama had been ufed 
to remain at reft until this time of the day ; but he had 
awoke very early this morning, and could not be pre- 
vailed on to femain longer in bed; for, added he, “the 
&° Englt/h Gentlemen were arrived, and he could not 
** fleep.” During the time we were in the room, I ob- 
. ferved the Lama's eyes were {carce ever turned from us; 
and when our cups were empty of tea, he appeared un- 
eafy, and throwing back his head, and contra€ting the 
{kin of bis brow, he kept making a noife, for he could 
not {fpeak, until they were filled again. He took outof 
a golden cup, containing confeéts, fome burnt fugar, 
and ftretching out his arm, made a motion to his atten- 
dants to give them to me. He then fent fome in like 
manner to Mr. Saunders, who was with me, I found 
my felf, though vifiting an infant, under the neceflity of 


{faying 


v 
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faying fomething-; for it was hinted to me, that, -note 
withftanding he is unable to reply, -it is not to be 
inferred that he cannot underftand. However, his 
incapacity of anfwering excufed me many words; and 
I juft briefly faid, That the Governor-General, on 
receiving the news of his deceafe in China, was over~ 
whelmed with grief and forrow, and continued to 
lament his abfence from the world, until the cloud that 
had overcaft the happinefs of this nation by his re-ap- 
pearance was difpelled ; and then, if poffible, a greater 
degree of joy had taken place than he had experienced 
of grief On receiving the firft mournful news.. The 
Governor wifhed he might long continue to ittumine 
the world with his prefence ; and was hopeful that the 
friendthip which had formerly fubfifted between them 
would not be diminifhed, but rather that it might be- 
come ftill greater than before; and that, by his con- 
tinuing to fhew kindnefs ta my countrymen, there 
might be an extenfive communication between his vota- 
ries and the dependants of the Britz/h nation. The little 
creature turned, looking ftedfaftly towards me with the 
appearance of much attention while I fpoke, and nod- 
ded with repeated but flow movements of the head, as 
though he underftood and approved every word, but 
could not utter areply. The parents, who ftood by all 
the time, eyed their fon with a look of affe€tion, and a ° 
{mile expreffive of heartfelt joy at the propriety of the 
young Lama’s condu&t. His whole regard was turned 
tous: he was filent and fedate, never once looking to- 
wards his parents, as if under their influence at the 
time; and with whatever pains his manners may have 
been formed fo corre&, yet I muft own his behaviour 
on this occafion, appeared perfeétly natural and fpon- 
taneous, and not direéted by any aétion or fign of au- 
thority. 


The fcene in which I was here brought to take a part, 
Was too new and extraordinary, however trivial, if not 
Vou, I. Q abfurd, 
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abfurd, as it may appear to fome, not to claim from 
me great attention, and confequently minute remark. 


Teefhoo Lama is at this time about 18 months of 
age. He did not fpeak a word, but made moft ex- 
preffive figns, and condu€ted himfelf with aftonifhing 
dignity and decorum. His complexion is of that hue 
which in England we fhould term rather brown, but 
not without colour. His features good, {mall black 
eyes, an animated expreffion of countenance; and alto- 
gether I thought him one of the handfomeft children I 
had ever feen. I had but little converfation with the 
father. He told me he had dire@tions to entertain me 
three days on account of Tee/hoo Lama; and entreated 
me with fo much earneftnefs to pafs another on his own 
account, that I could not refift complying with his re- 
queft. He then invited us for to-morrow to an enter 
tainment he propofed to make at a fmall diftance from 
the Monaftery, which invitation having accepted, we 
took our leave, and retired. 


In the courfe of the afternoon I was vifited by two 
officers of the Lama’s houfehold, both of whom areim- 
mediately attendant on his perfon. They fat and con- 
verfed with me fome time, enquired after Mr. Bogle, 
whom both of them had feen; and then remarking how 
extremely fortunate it was the young Lasma’s having 
regarded us with very particular notice, obferved on tit 
very ftrong partiality of the former Tee/hoo Lama for 
_ the Engl:/h, and that the prefent one often tried to utter 
the name of the Engl:/h. I encouraged the thought, 
hopeful that they would teach the prejudice to ftrength- 
en with his encreafing age; and they affured me that 
fhould he, when he begins to fpeak, have forgot, they 

would early teach him to repeat the name of Ha/tings. 


On 


WITH TEESHOO LAMA. 203 


On the morning of the 6th, I again waited on Teefioo - 
Lama, to prefent fome curiofities I had brought for 
him from Bengal. He was very much ftruck with a . 
{mall clock, and had it held to him, watching for a 
long time the revolutions of the moment hand: he ad- 
mired it, but with gravity, and without any childifh 
emotion. There was nothing in the ceremony differ- 
ent from the firft day’s vifit. The father and mother 
were prefent. I ftaid about half an hour, and retired, 
to return and take leave in the afternoon. 


The votaries of Tee/hoo Lama already begin to flock 
in numbers to pay their adorations to him. Few are 
yet admitted to his prefence. Thofe who come, ef> 
teem it a happinefs if he is but fhewn to them from 
the window, and they are able to make their proftrae 
tions before he is removed. There came to-day a party 
of Kilmaaks (Cu(muc Tartars) for purpofes of devotion, 
and to make their offerings to the Lama, When I re- 
turned from vifiting him, I faw them ftanding at the 
entrance of the fquare in front of the palace, each with 
his cap off, his hands being placed together elevated, 
and held even with his face. They remained upwards 
of half an hour in this attitude, their eyes fixed upon 
the apartment of the Lama, and anxiety very vifibly 
depiéted in their countenances, At length, I imagine, 
he appeared to them; for al began all together by lift- 
ing their hands, ftill clofed, above their heads, then 
bringing them even with their faces, and after lowering 
them to their breafts, then feparating them: to affift 
them in finking and rifing, they dropt upon their knees, 
and ftruck their heads again{t the ground. ‘This with 
the fame motions was repeated nine times. They after- 
wards advanced to deliver their prefents, confifting of 
talents of gold and filver, with the produas of their 
country, to the proper officer, who having received 
them, they retired apparently with much fatisfa@tion, 


Q2 Upon 
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Upon enquiry, I learnt that offerings made in this 
manner are by no means unfrequent, and, in reality, 
conftitute one of the moft copious fources from which 
the Lamas of Tibet derive their wealth. 


No one thinks himfelf degraded by performing thelfe 
humiliations. The perfons I allude to, who came for 
this devout purpofe, were attendant on a man of fupe- 
rior rank, that feemed to be more engroffed than the 
reft in the performance of the ceremony. He worea 
rich fatin garment, lined with fox fkins; anda cap 
with a taffel of f{carlet filk flowing from the center of 
the crown upon the fides all round, and edged witha 
broad band of Szderzan fur. 


According to appointment, I went in the afternoon 
to make my laft vifit to Tee/hoo Lama. I received his 
difpatches for the Governor-General, and from his 
parents two pieces of fatin for the Governor, with many 
compliments. 


They prefented me with a velt, lined with lambfkins, 
making many affurances of a long remembrance, and 
obferving that at this time Tee/hoo Lama is an infant, 
and incapable of converfing, but they hoped to fee me 
again when he fhall have become of age. I replied, 
that, by favor of the Lama, I might again vifit this 
country: I looked forward with anxiety to the ume 
when he fhould mount the Mufnud, and fhould then be 
extremely happy in the opportunity of paying my 
refpe&ts. After fome expreffions and proteftations of 


mutual regard, my vifit was concluded. I —e 
¢ 
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the handkerchiefs, and took my leave ; 3 and am to 
purfue my journey toward Bengal to-morrow at the 
dawn of day. 


(Signed) SAMUEL TURNER. 


A true Copy, 


Secretary to the Governor General and Council. 
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